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INTRODUCTION

With the emergence of Chalcolithic culture in Gujarat (2500 to 1500 BCE), there dawned a new cultural
epoch which exhibited considerable advancements in arts and crafts. A variety of mediums were used, such
as stone, metal and clay; but it is terracotta objects that are found in the largest quantities. The terracotta
figurines of Gujarat belonging to this period are skillfully hand-modelled and depict wild and domesticated
animals, and occasionally humans. Of the animal figurines, bulls are the most popular, while cows, dogs,
rams, rhinoceros, leopards, bears, goats, sheep, swans, elephants, pigs and squirrels are depicted, along with
horn-headed and wheeled animals (Fig. 1). The human figurines are simplistic and there is an absence of
elaborate head-gear and ornate jewellery. Various types of human figurines have been unearthed from Lothal
and Dholavira, the two major urban centres of this period. All are hand-modelled and crude in appearance.

Objectives

Terracotta objects recovered from the ancient sites of Gujarat, give an insight into some of the socio-
economic conditions and cultural practices of the time. The objectives of this paper are to study the patterns
of demand and supply of the figurines; to understand the technique of making figurines; and to explore the
role of the associated dynasties, the sites and their importance.

Figure 1: Animal figurines: Chalcolithic site of Gujarat.
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Early Historic Gujarat (c.1 century BCE-4" century CE) experienced a period of profound transformation
owing to the emergence of new dynasties, prosperous commercial connections, and increasing urbanisation.
The strong rule of the monarchs was a fundamental factor in this transformation, along with demarcated
territory and the backing of ministers. The political stability brought about by the dynasties of the Mauryas
and Western Kshatrapas (3" century BCE - 4™ century CE) and the introduction of iron, enabled surpluses
and commerce to move throughout this region, while the implementation of anew coinage system facilitated
the standardisation of a weight system and exchange. This period also witnessed many changes due to the
rise of Buddhism and Jainism which opened trade routes for the Indians along the coast of Gujarat.

Most of the Early Historic sites of Gujarat have a cultural sequence beginning with Period I, which is
either Neolithic or Chalcolithic, after which there is a considerable lapse in time before Period Il commences.
Period 1II is Early Historic and usually dates from the first century BCE or first century CE to the fourth
century CE. At other sites, such as Nagara in District Khambat, Period I is associated with the Early Iron age
(third Century BCE to first century BCE), and a few pieces of Northern Black Polished ware and some iron
implements were discovered here. Period II at Nagara dates between the first century CE and the fourth
century CE. At most of the sites covered here, Period III coincides with the Gupta and post-Gupta periods
(fourth to seventh centuries CE) after which the early medieval starts. In Gujarat, most of the Early Historic
sites are dominated by Period IT when the Kshatrapa dynasty (first to fourth centuries CE) was ruling in this
region. Large numbers of artifacts have been unearthed from this period made of stone, glass, terracotta,
shell and metal. Ceramics include Black and Red ware, Burnished Red ware, coarse Red ware, coarse Black
ware, coarse Grey ware and so on. Terracotta objects include votive tanks, beads, pendants, toy-cart frames,
wheels, stoppers, sling balls, crucibles and flesh rubbers. Among the coins are the silver punch-marked
type, silver Kshatrapa and Gupta coins, and Gupta lead coins. Iron objects include chisels, arrowheads,
sickles, nails, daggers and spearheads. Of the stone objects, there are grinding-stones, pestles, querns and
pounders. Shell items include bangles and ladles. There are also very small sites, for example, Timberva,
Nangal, Dhatva and Uparkot, which have only yielded a few terracotta objects.

AMRELI

The town of Amreli (21° 36’ N: 71° 15’ E) is the district headquarters of Amreli in Saurashtra, which covers a
third of the Gujarat state. The ancient site known as Gohilwad Timbo, meaning the mound of Gohilwad, is
situated one mile west of Amreli town and was earlier excavated by Hiranand Sastry and M.B. Garde of the
State Archaeology Department between 1934 and 1944. Amreli is referred to as Ambrilika in the copper plate
grants of Guhasena I dated 565 CE and Dharasena II dated 572 CE, the Maitraka rulers of Vallabhipur.' It
has two cultural periods. Period I is represented by Chalcolithic remains (2500 BCE to 1500 BCE) and Period
II dates from the first century BCE to the fourth century CE. It has many sub-phases demonstrated by the
terracotta objects which are found in large numbers. Gohilwad Timbo is situated on the trade route from
Somnath to Vallabhipur. Along with coarse Red ware, coarse Grey ware, Black and Red ware, other wares
found are Red Polished ware, associated ware of the Roman period and Glazed ware comparable to the
Chinese glaze used during the Han period (C. 205 BCE to 220 CE). Other finds displaying a Graeco-Roman
influence include a plaque with a bearded figure and a bust in relief executed in the typical Hellenistic style,
bearing close resemblance to the silver relief showing Dionysius with wine cup from Taxila.” In the Amreli
plaque, the figure holds a horn of plenty, and is dated in the third century CE. A square clay plaque in an
earlier excavation resembles Graeco-Roman amorini from Gandhara, shown in all sorts of poses dancing,
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Figure 2: Male figurines: Amreli.

fighting and wrestling and so on. Here they appear to be in a fighting pose (Fig. 2). The inland and foreign
trade largely helped this region in acquiring prosperity.?

Large numbers of interesting terracotta objects have been unearthed from this site. These comprise
animal and human figurines and plaques of gods and goddesses. The terracotta figurines from Amreli belong
to three main schools of art. Firstly, Graeco-Roman art is represented by the aforementioned Hellenistic
style plaque of a bust in relief depicting a bearded Greek. The second group comprises the Kushana art
of the Mathura school represented by multiple plaques depicting male and female figures. Other plaques
represent gods and goddesses like Uma Maheshvara, Ganesha and Shashthi. The third group belongs to the
Gupta period and includes many male and female figurines (some rudimentary), mother and child figurines
and standing Buddha and Bodhisattvas on plaques. Plaques of the Gupta period depict fashionable men
and women as well as gods and goddesses of the Brahmanical faith. Most of them are plaques taken from
a single mould without any appliqué decoration. A large number of toys in different poses were also found
in the excavation. Hollow birds, a monkey eating fruit, horse riders, and wheeled animals are reported from
Amreli (Fig. 3).

AKOTA AND MEDICAL COLLEGE

Vadodara (formerly known as Baroda) is situated on the right bank of the Vishwamitri River. It was located
on the ancient highway connecting Gujarat, Malwa and Rajasthan. Excavation has been carried out in two
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Figure 3: Animal figurines: Amreli.

different places by B. Subbarao of the Department of Archaeology, Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda.
The Akota area mound is known as Dhan Tekri, close to the Vishwamitri River and Medical College area
that is the Kothi mound. Excavations conducted here have revealed five periods of settlement. Period I
corresponds with the Mesolithic period dated to 4500 BCE, and findings include microlithic tools.

Period II can be confidently dated to the Kshatrapa period based on coins and pottery, such as Red
Polished ware and other associated wares like coarse, brown and black thick pottery with a gritty core and
impressed design ware. This period continues until the late third century CE. Findings included crude Black
and Red ware, Red Polished ware, Red Burnished ware, Stamped ware, Red Burnished ware, Roman torpedo
sherds, Kshatrapa coins, glass and shell bangles, beads, and terracotta objects, for example, animal and
human figurines, discs, cones, wheels with hubs, prancing horses and so on. The objects from Period II are
more refined than findings from later periods.*

Period III (seventh century CE) saw the deterioration of Indo-Sassanian coins. Findings include Red
Slipped ware embellished with black paintings (600 CE), late Kshatrapa and Gadhaiya coins, Islamic Glazed
ware, terracotta and stucco pieces and architectural fragments. A number of terracotta figurines mostly
depicting animals were found in the excavation. Bulls are the most popular animal, while solitary specimens
of other animals include a lion, horse, crocodile, elephant and peacock (Fig. 4). Fragments of a decorative
plaque, the bust of female, and the lower half of a female have been unearthed, mostly from the debris of
Period III.

Findings from Period IV, V and VI include Islamic Glazed ware which was found in large quantities, thick
and coarse Black ware with a gritty core, architectural remains of a Sultanate citadel and the relocation of
their capital to another place. Arretine ware, Red Polished ware, glass, stone and bone objects, clay seals,
textiles and foreign-made objects have been discovered here.
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Figure 4: Animal figurines: Akota.

DHATVA

The excavation at Dhatava was carried out by the Department of Archaeology and Ancient History at the
M.S. University of Baroda in 1968, under the direction of Professor R.N. Mehta.® Dhatva is a small village
situated on the bank of the River Tapi in Surat District. The actual archaeological site consists of a mound
locally known as Rundhi Mora, which lies at a distance of about two kilometres from the village. The height of
Rundhi Mora mound is about two or three metres with a radius of about 150 metres. The small water gulley’s
and marshes that have developed due to the slightly uneven land surface retain water for a longer period.
This would have provided much needed water for the settlement which grew here. On the Rundhi Mora
mound, two trenches were laid down on the northern side, one of which was for the purpose of revealing
the stratification of the site. Seven layers were revealed in this trench, while Trench I revealed eight layers. In
Period I, pottery of the Chalcolithic levels, including a mixture of Harappan, Malva, and Black and Red ware
groups were unearthed. This indicates that the area was occupied by people of different ceramic traditions
which continued for some time before the site was abandoned. At a later date, the mound was re-occupied
by people who knew iron smelting using the local ore. This habitation existed in the Early Historic period.

The post-Harappan, Malva and Black and Red ware were obtained from the natural fissured black clayey
layer as well as from the layer above it. This mixture was also noted at Jokha.” The chronology of all these
wares from the different sites like Rojadi, Lothal, Ahar, and Navdatoli were based on “C, which indicates the
period of the second millennium BCE, especially after the eighteenth-century BCE. If these dates can be
relied on, then one can surmise that the Chalcolithic horizon of Dhatva should belong to the later part of
the second millennium BCE.

According to stratigraphic evidence and ceramic sequence, pottery from Dhatva can be divided into
two main periods: Period I is Chalcolithic (c. 2™ millenium BCE); Period II is Early Historic (c. 2™ CE). The
Chalcolithic pottery is divided into three main types: Post-Harappan, Malva Chalcolithic, and black and red
pottery. The post-Harappan group includes painted Black and Red ware, Red-Slipped ware, weathered plain
and Red ware and globular pots. Malva Chalcolithic pottery sherds are made from a medium fabric, are
cream in colour and bear black paintings. The decorations are composed of bands and wavy lines. Painted
bowls and Burnished Red Medium ware are other types found in the excavation.
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Findings from Period II are characterised by
coarse pottery, antiquities of terracotta, copper,
bone, and shell, as well as stone from Chalcolithic
levels. The terracotta antiquities consist of fifteen
stoppers, five pieces belonging to animal figurines,
two spindle whorls, three wheels, discs and four small
pellets. Thus, the material remains of the Chalcolithic
settlement of Rundhi Mora mound are highly
interesting and indicate that in this period Surat
District was in contact with Saurashtra, Maharashtra,
and Malva.

DEVNIMORI

Devnimori (23°39'N:73°26’E) is situated at a distance
of about two kilometres south of Shamlaji in the
Bhiloda Taluka of the Sabarkantha District of Gujarat.
Microlithic tools were obtained from the loessic
area. Two periods of occupation are evidenced from
the site. Period I is Mesolithic and dated earlier than
4500 BCE, and is represented by microliths of agate,
chert and chalcedony. Period II is represented by a
Buddhist settlement assigned to the early centuries
of the Christian era. Further, the absence of Gupta
coins and the presence of varieties of Vallabhi and
Indo-Sassanian coins ascribe the site to the Kshatrapa
period from about the 1 to 4™ century CE; and to the
Maitraka period dated to the 7th/8th century CE.*
The Buddhist settlement consisted of two viharas,
a huge sharirika stupa, four votive stupas, a chaitya
hall and a compound wall enclosing the settlement
of mud brick and burnt brick of varying lengths
and heights. Amphora and Red Polished ware are
found from the surface and the brick stupa yielded
an inscribed casket said to contain the ashes of
the Buddha, a globular pot containing eight silver
Kshatrapa coins, a piece of gold foil, a fragment of
blue glass, and terracotta figures of Buddha. The
decorated pottery from Devnimori is of two main
varieties: (i) the painted, and (ii) the stamped and

Figure 5: Bull figurine: Devnimori

Figure 6: Pig: Devnimori.

incised ware. A few animal figurines were recovered from this site, for example, depicting bulls and pigs
(Figs. 5 and 6), and a horse with holes which must have been placed on a wheel to be pulled as a toy cart. A
large number of iron objects were also recovered. The majority of these are nails and the remaining consist
of arrow heads, a spear head, knives, daggers, rings, a sickle, a chisel, and a pick, a frying trowel, scissors, a



door chain, hook and nearly a dozen miscellaneous
objects. The arrowheads were socketed and of either
a triangular or barbed shape (Fig. 7). There is also
the associated ware of amphorae mostly belonging
to the early centuries of the Christian era. The
Red Polished ware and the Black ware found here,
possibly developed under their influence. The pottery
was mainly of a utilitarian nature. The architectural
remains recovered from this site clearly reveal a
Graeco-Roman influence along with indigenous
traditions. There are terracotta relief sculptures, and
terracotta architectural elements. Buddha images
with a height of 2’2" to 2’-3” have been recovered. Out
of twenty six images only twelve are intact. All the
images are seated in padmasana in dhyanamudra.”
They were made in pieces in separate moulds and
then assembled. Each has different facial features,
hair style and drapery. Stylistically, these figures
clearly show the influence of the Kushana school of
art as well as of the Gandharan school (Fig. 8).

HATHAB

Hathab (21° 35" N: 72° 15 E) is situated twenty
kilometres south of Bhavnagar District, Gujarat, on
the banks of the River Maheshwari, which binds the
mound and functions as a moat which flows into the
Gulf of Cambay, indicating sea trade. The excavation
at the site was conducted over two field seasons
(2001-02 and 2002-2003) by Subhra Pramanik of the
Archaeology Survey of India, Baroda Branch. The
excavation revealed a buried city with a habitation of
up to 12 metres belonging to three cultural periods.”
Hathab might well be the ancient trading centre
referred to as ‘Ashtakapra’ in the ancient Greek work
of ‘Periplus of the Erythrean Sea, which also finds
a mention in the historical records of the ancient
geographer and eminent astronomer Ptolemy.”

The earliest period of habitation (Period I), dates
from the 4™ century to 1* century BCE; Period II to the
Kshatrapa era in the 1 century BCE to 4" century CE;
and Period III to the Maitraka era in the 6" century.
The ceramics include Red ware, Buff ware, and Grey
ware. Red Slipped ware, coarse Black and Red ware,
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Figure 7: Floral moulds: Devnimori.

Figure 8: Buddha figurine: Devnimori.
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coarse Red ware, coarse Grey ware, chucky ware, lustrous Red ware, coarse Black and Red ware and graffiti
and painted sherds. The ceramics found at different levels at Rojdi can be compared to Rangpur I A, B and
Crespectively. This site revealed a double bastioned gateway along with circumvallation covering the whole
area except the river front. The other finds include terracotta cake, plaque, bead, disc, wheel, ear spool,
weights, bull figurine, copper axe, a bar, a knife, bangle, toe ring, round pin, stone weights, gold, carnelian,
limestone, shell beads and blades of different stones."

The seals come from a pocket of the mud fortified ancient town, which is surrounded by a moat. 160
ancient seals, with the Brahmi script inscribed on them have been unearthed from this site. The seals are
said to be two-thousand years old and were probably used to stamp goods that were to be exported. The
seals are well-etched and are round and oblong in shape, almost similar to rubber stamps that are used
today. The site also has grain shells and a step-well, which indicates the presence of a shell factory here.*

Other significant findings at the site include two bronze artefacts, one of a humped bull and another
one of a human bust having affinities with Hellenistic art. There is also a terracotta face of a woman. The
ruins in Hathab not only reveal Shaivite artefacts of the Maitraka period but also indicate the influence of
Buddhism.

KAMRE]J

Kamrej (21°16'N: 72° 58'E) is situated in the left bank of the Tapi River about fifteen kilometres upstream
of Surat. It was excavated by Gupta and others. It is the ancient city of Kammoni of the Periplus of the
Erythrean Sea. The site has revealed three cultural periods. Period I: 1* century BCE — 2™ century CE (Early
Historic); Period II: 2" century CE — 5 century CE (Historic); and Period III: 9" century CE —10™ century CE
(Late Historic). The excavation has revealed the structural remains of brick walls set in lime mortar along
with a large kiln. The ceramics revealed Red Polished ware, Red ware, coarse Red ware, Burnished Red ware,
Burnished Black ware, Burnished Bluft ware, Grey ware, Painted ware, Glazed ware, Painted Blue ware and
turquoise blue glazed pottery of Iranian origin, Aksumite sherds and amphorae. The antiquities yielded
include a terracotta male torso, female figurine, plaque of Vishnu, other plaques, beads, a bangle, pieces of
terracotta and shell, a fragment of glass, beads of semi-precious stones, a clamp with three bands, toe rings
and copper coins, slogs and nails of iron, and lead.” According to Tomber, the Aksumite sherds demonstrate
the trade relations with the Aksumite kingdom in the 3 century to 7 centuries CE. She further states that
the sherds could have reached Kamrej through direct or indirect links with the Aksumite kingdom.'®

NANGAL

Nangal (21° 37’ N: 72° 55'E) is situated eight kilometres west of Ankaleshwar on the south of the Narmada
Estuary. The excavation was carried out by S. Soundarajan of the Archaeological Survey of India in 1959-
60. It revealed three phases of occupation based on Black and Red ware. The evidence of a microlithic
industry yielding fluted cores, flakes and scrapers with Red ware to Nasik/Jorwe was noticed just above the
natural soil. Phase I has Black and Red ware including dishes, bowls and lotas, and un-slipped Red ware and
Northern Black Polished ware. In Phase II there was no NBPW; grey terracotta animal figurines were found
in this period.

Phase I revealed well-fired Black and Red ware of medium fabric, bone points or arrow heads, copper
rings, beads, an ivory comb, terracotta beads and a silver punched marked coin etc. In Phase II the Black
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and Red ware showed sophistication and competence in the technique. Black ware, incised Grey ware
and graffiti marked pottery of various motifs were found along with iron objects, terracotta beads, animal
figurines such as cow, bull, buffalo, elephant and dog, ivory combs and discs, saddle querns and pestles. In
Phase III coarser Black and Red ware were found with a few pieces of carnelian bead, a copper arrow head,
net sinkers, bangles of shell bone and ivory, bone points, querns, pestles and copper antinomy rods, dated to
the second century BCE. These findings suggest that it was a small port with limited trade during this time."”

NAGARA

Nagara (20°14’ N: 70° 38’ E), comprises of three mounds situated in the Khambat Taluka of the Kheda District.
Geographically it lies on the tip of the Gulf of Cambay. It was excavated by R.N. Mehta of the Department
of Archaeology, Faculty of Arts, Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, in 1963-1965. The three mounds
are known locally as Hanuman Dhado, Varaimatano Dhado and Ratankhad.” In Period I (700 BCE-300 BCE)
people cleared the swampy region. They are represented by Black and Red ware, Plain Red ware, Burnished
Red ware, bone tools and an earthen embankment. Period II (300 BCE-100 CE) is marked by the advent
of NBPW. Arrowhead, points, chisel, and punch-marked coins, terracotta figurines of mother goddesses,
beads and iron slag are recovered from this period. Terracotta seals and potsherds were also found bearing
Brahmi script.” Although, the site was inhabited around the fifth century BCE, by the early centuries of the
Christian era it had grown in to a large town due to commerce. Excellent objects of conch and ivory have
been found.* Period III (1¥-7" century CE) is distinguished by the emergence of the Red Polished ware,
Roman amphorae, Burnished Black ware, Micaceous ware, Crude Black ware, Stamped ware, Red ware and
glass beads. Structural remains include mud floors, brick buildings and numerous channel hearths. Period
IVis medieval and is represented by Glazed wares. The first three periods showed an undisturbed succession
while in Trench I and II a distinct gap in the ceramic and cultural sequence occurs after Period III. This
implies that the site was deserted for a few centuries before it was reoccupied. The C-14 date for the Early
Historic level of this site is 1945 + 9o and 2030 +105 BP, that is 130 CE. A large number of iron objects have
been obtained from Nagara. The majority of them are nails. The rest of the objects include knives, spear
heads, arrowheads, a dagger, a sickle, and a fishhook. There are a few miscellaneous objects whose functions
are difficult to ascertain.” The excavation revealed the use of black and red pottery vessels settled for the
first time with iron objects to clear the forests. Period II showed a continuation of the earlier pottery with
an introduction of Northern Black Polished ware. Large numbers of antiquities were found in Period III
where the Roman amphorae and other foreign objects marked the trade with other countries. Excavations
at Nagara have revealed several terracotta objects such as beads, pellets, dishes, dice, and wheels, seals, and
animal and human figurines (Figs. 9 and 10).>

SHAMLAJI

Shamlaji (24°41" N: 73°26 E) is located in the Bhiloda Taluka of the Sabarkantha District. It is a picturesque
village situated in a valley of the Aravalli range. It must have been an important site overlooking a road
which connected the hinterland of India to the ports of the Arabian Sea. Limited excavations have revealed
crude Red and Black ware, Stamped ware, Red Polished ware, amphorae and Islamic Glazed ware.”® The
excavation at Shamlaji was conducted in the field-season of 1962 by the Department of Archaeology and
Ancient History, M.S. University of Baroda, by R.N. Mehta and S.N. Chowdhary, under the supervision of
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the late Professor B. Subbarao. Excavation of this
site revealed four periods. Period I (1 CE - 50 CE) is
associated with tuyeres, crucibles, a lump of iron, a
chisel, and mud brick structures. Period II (50 CE -
400 CE) showed the evidence of a brick fort and is
associated with Roman amphorae. Many Red ware
sherds with embossed, finger-tipped and incised
designs were unearthed. They are found in layer 10
onwards. Besides these, other objects included votive
tanks, terracotta pellets, female heads, copper and
antimony rods, lead objects, an iron knife and nails.
Period I1I (400 CE-1000 CE) is associated with hearths
and structures, copper bangles, rings, antimony rods,
dice of shell and bone, a plaque with a lion’s head,
glass bangles, terracotta discs and an iron sickle.
Period IV (1500-1800 CE) is represented by glazed
ware and four structures of brickbats. This period Figure 9: Human figurines: Nagara.
is also associated with glass, iron strips, Burnished
Black ware and Burnished Red ware.*

A mart connecting to Devnimori revealed very few objects of terracotta. Only a few animal figurines
have been found with humped-bulls being the most common type.

VADNAGAR

Vadnagar (23°48'N: 72°36’E) is situated thirty kilometres north of Mehsana and was known variously as
Anartapura, Camatkasapura, and Vadnagar in ancient times. It is situated in the Kheralu Taluka of Mehsana
District in Gujarat. From the literary sources this town seems to have been one of the important centres
in North Gujarat. The earlier excavation was conducted by Rao and Mehta of the Maharaja Sayajirao
University of Baroda in 1953, with the aim of understanding the ceramic sequence of the site. The
excavation also revealed the existence of a very flourishing conch industry, manufacturing bangles, beads,

Figure 10: Animal figurines: Nagara.



Shushmita Sen 73

and so on. Terracotta sealings were also discovered during the excavation in the northern area of the site.
To the south of this mound is another mound (Mound II) located near the Gauri kund, which yielded Red
Polished ware and one lead coin. The excavation has revealed three cultural periods: Period I (Early Historic
I): characterised by the absence of the Red Polished ware and a predominance of coarse thick ware which
is black on the inside and red or brown outside. Punch mark coins and Stamped ware also belong to this
period. Period II is characterised by the occurrence of large quantities of Red Polished ware. Period III is
marked by the existence of medieval Red ware painted with black designs on a white background dating
from 600 CE. There are no any other relics which can be assigned to a period later than 1000 CE.*>

The recent excavations carried out between 2008 and 2012 at the fringe of the present township, under
the guidance of Y.S. Rawat, Director of State Archaeology, Gujarat, has provided ample proof of the existence
of a thriving centre of Buddhism and a bustling trading town dating from the second to fourth centuries CE.
The excavator has identified five periods of continuous occupation at the site: Period I: the formative stage
of the settlement; Period II: the first fortified settlement (3™ century BCE to 1** century BCE); Period III: a
re-planned town with a burnt brick fortification (1* century BCE to 1™ century CE); Period IV: modification
of internal planning (12™ century to 17" century CE); Period V: period of present town planning (11" century
up to the present day).

Period I has yielded potsherds, punch marked coins, copper rings, bone points, glass beads, cowrie shells,
terracotta beads and hopscotch, fragments of a crucible object possibly representing a stupa with the same
circular object at its four corners.”® Period II revealed post-holes at regular intervals on top of the walls and
super structures, burnt bricks in header and stretcher with mud mortar. Evidences gathered were hearth
and fire activities. Ceramics included Red ware, Black and Red ware, Grey ware, and Micaceous Red ware
with antiquities like punched marked coins, and an ivory button seal engraved with Brahmi characters.

In Period III the settlement was re-structured and
the burnt brick fortification was seen for the first
time. The streets had rows of houses on both sides.
Other findings include a large number of terracotta
human and animal figurines (Fig.11) of both the hand-
modelled and moulded varieties (Figs. 12 and 13), and
human Figurines (Figs. 14 and 15), pendants shaped
like human heads (Fig. 16), floral pendants, bangle
pieces (some of them stamped), and a moulding of
an acanthus leaf. In addition, amphorae and torpedo
sherds were found in plentiful quantities along
with a votive tablet with foot impressions, six petal
flowers, a crescent-shaped stone tray depicting the
scene of a monkey offering a honey bowl to Buddha,
a stone head sculptured in the Gandharan style, and
inscribed Black Polished ware with a legend reading:
‘devashrivishi, Boudhalasya, dharma,.... Rashi and
Shakasya’, written in kshatrapa Brahmi characters.”
The most important brick structure found here is the
Buddhist monastery built on a high plinth measuring
about 14.04 m x 14.04 m with an open courtyard
surrounded by cells on all side. Two votive burnt Figure 11: Moulded tortoise: Vadnagar.
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brick stupas, square in plan and datable to around
the fourth or fifth century CE are found outside the
monastery.

Both of the excavations revealed a large number
of antiquities. Recently excavations in Vadnagar
are being conducted by the Archaeological Survey
of India and many more antiquities are being
unearthed. It seems that Vadnagar was once a large
settlement and a big trading mart. It might possibly
be Minnanagar of Periplus of the Erythrean Sea
which was situated between Ujjain and Barygaza.

NANI RYyAN

Nani Ryan (22°49'N: 66°21'E) is a small village situated
in Mandvi Taluka, Kutch District, on the right bank
of the River Rukmanti. It is about six kilometres to
the north of the coastal town of Mandvi. This site
has not been excavated but three mounds have been
thoroughly explored. Antiquities are found here
in large numbers by farmers ploughing the fields
and the materials have been studied. The potteries
which are recovered from here have incised designs,
comb designs, pinched designs and circular designs.
There is Grey ware, Black and Red ware, Red ware
and amphorae ware all of the historic period. These
findings suggest that the settlement probably had two
periods: the Kshatrapa period and the Gupta period.
There might have been some craft specialisation
at this location.”® Animal figurines are also found
in large numbers, most of which are rudimentary.
Again it is the bull which is the most popular animal
(Fig. 17). The distinctive female figurines are found
in abundance. They have beautiful coiffures and

Figure 12: Toy horse: Vadnagar.

Figure 13: Terracotta bulls: Vadnagar.

sometimes girdles around their waists. Some of the figurines are mould-made and some are modelled by
hand. Some of the human busts were used for games (Fig. 18).

UPARKOT

Uparkot (21°52' N: 70°47'E) is situated in the foot hills of Girnar, Junagarh District. Excavation was conducted
on the roof of the caves by the Department of Archaeology, Gujarat. The lowest level was characterised
by Kshatrapa pottery and coins datable to the 3 or 4™ century CE. The antiquities yielded are a bronze
pot with a spout, terracotta human and animal figurines, sealings and bullae. One of the more interesting
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Figure 14: Human figurines: Vadnagar.

findings is a figurine which has an excellent profile
of a Scythian face with curly hair, wearing a tiara and
neck ornaments.*

DI1ISCUSSION

Among the animal figurines, bulls — with either big
or small humps — are found in large numbers. Bulls
with well-developed humps are still found nowadays.
Another feature is that some of the bulls have a
perforated nose while others do not. It is a practice
in Gujarat that bulls which are used for pulling carts
and farm work have perforations in the nose. In most
of India, it is common that the stud bulls do not have
perforations.

Horse figurines have been found in smaller
numbers. The depiction of the mane is usually
beautifully executed. In some of the horses the
mane is pinched and in one specimen the mane
was pinned separately. Other animals portrayed
are rhinos, dogs, deer, stags and a lion. The mane
of the lion is elegantly modelled. The animal legs
tend to be separately modelled with a short tail
attached to a round portion of the back. The legs of
the animals are pointed and sometimes shaped like
blocks. Occasionally the animals are perched up on a

Figure 15: Human figurine: Vadnagar.
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Figure 16: Human pendant: Vadnagar.

pedestal and pulled with a rope. Only one or two bird
figurines have been found.

Mould-made human figures are found in large
numbers at Vadnagar and Amreli. During this period
either double moulds or single moulds were used
to make the figurines. Very few handmade figurines
were found. Among the human figurines, females are
more plentiful. Another characteristic trait observed
here is that facial features like eyes, ears and noses
are attached using the method of appliqué and Figure 17: Animal figurines: Nani Ryan.
pinching or deep incision. Female figurines are more
ornamental, sometimes having elaborate coiffures
and pendants. The bellies of the figurines are prominent, and the female figures have small breasts. The legs
of the figurines are sometimes separately modelled, and sometimes there is an appliquéd girdle in the lower
portion, and even anklets, marked by incision. The mould-made faces are beautiful whereas the hand-made
figurines tend to be slender but disproportionate and crudely finished. In this period human figurines are
portrayed holding a variety of poses.
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OBSERVATIONS

It has been observed that Period II at all the sites
yielded large numbers of artifacts belonging to the
Kshatrapa dynasty, suggesting that it was the most
prosperous period. The Kshatrapas themselves were
of Indo Scythian stock who carved out a niche for
themselves in Western India. They were constantly
at war with their neighbours the Satavahanas, who
ruled in Maharashtra and occupied ports and marts.
The Kshatrapas developed the open trade policy
which meant many traders from the western regions
were meeting in marts and exchanging goods. Marts
like Amreli, Vadnagar, and Nagara were all situated
on the trade routes.

Figure 18: Human faces: Gamesmen-Nani Ryan.

With the introduction of moulds, artists came into contact with new technology and as a consequence
styles developed. There are two theories about terracotta art production in this period. Firstly, there was
a mass scale production of moulded objects over a short period of time; and secondly, masterpieces were
replicated with little skill and demonstrated a want of artistic knowledge and vision.

The influence of interaction with merchants and traders from foreign lands is reflected in the style and
ornamentation of terracotta figurines.

CONCLUSION

The terracotta objects unearthed from the excavated sites of Gujarat are found in large numbers but not
many of these belong to the Early Historic period. This study has helped us to understand the characteristics
of style and ornamentation of the moulded figurines which emerged during this period. One of the major
reasons for development in terracotta image production is the amplification of trade and the demand for
particular goods by merchants. From this study it has become evident that animal figurines were more
popular and often more skillfully conceived and modelled than human figurines. With the rise of interaction
with merchants and traders from foreign lands in this region, new influences had a bearing on the style
and ornamentation of terracotta figurines.* It is presumed that the human figurines were used for cultural
or ceremonial events.® The treatment of these terracotta specimens do not show any marked differences
between sites, particularly in terms of decoration and anatomical details which have been depicted by
multiple incisions, punched circlets pinholes, appliqué and bands.

The big trading marts like Amreli, Nagara, Vadnagar, and most probably Nani Ryan, saw an increase in
human figurines. One of the major transformations came about with the introduction of moulds which
enabled mass production.
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