
South Asian Archaeology and Art 2014 
Papers Presented at the Twenty-Second International 

Conference of the European Association for South Asian 
Archaeology and Art held at the Museum of Far Eastern 

Antiquities/National Museums of World Culture, Stockholm, 
Sweden, 30th of June to 4th of July 2014

Edited by  
Eva Myrdal 

 
Dev Publishers & Distributors

New Delhi



Published by
Dev Publishers & Distributors

Second Floor, Prakashdeep,
22, Delhi Medical Association Road,

Darya Ganj, New Delhi – 110 002

www.devbooks.co.in

Published with the support of
National Museums of World Culture

&
Indoiranska Stiftelsen, Department of Linguistics and Philology, 

Uppsala University

ISBN 978-93-87496-36-1

First published, 2020
Copyright © 2020, Individual Contributors

Copyright reserved. Subject to the exceptions provided by the law, no part of this publication may be reproduced 
and/or published in print, by photocopying, on microfilm or in any other way without the written consent of the 

publisher; the same applies to whole or partial adaptations. The publisher retains the sole right to collect from third 
parties fees in respect of copying and/or take legal or other action for this purpose.

Printed in India.



Table of Contents

Preface by the President of EASAA 22 	 vii
Eva Myrdal

List of Contributors	 ix

Representing the Past: Early India	 1
Romila Thapar

Pre- and Protohistoric Archaeology

Late Pleistocene Microlithic Industries in the Ayodhya Hills, West Bengal, Eastern India:  
    Reconstructing a Past Use of Landscape	 13

Bishnupriya Basak

Investigating Adaptation to Climate Change in the Archaeological Record:  
    A Conceptual Framework and an Isotopic Approach in the Indus Civilisation	 27

Penelope J. Jones, Ravindra Nath Singh, Cameron A. Petrie, Tamsin C. O’Connell  
and Martin K. Jones

Regional Variations of the Harappan Seals in Light of Their Design and Carving Techniques  
    Observed through SEM and PEAKIT (3D) Analyses	 43

Ayumu Konasukawa

New Ivory Rods from Mohenjo-daro and an Exploration of This Object Class	 61
Heidi J. Miller

Inscriptions Incised on Harappan Ivory/Bone Rods and Their Parallels among  
    Other Types of Inscribed Objects	 71

Asko Parpola

Weight Metrology in the Harappan Civilization	 77
Lorenz Rahmstorf

Historic Archaeology and the History of Art and Architecture

Aristobulus of Cassandreia: An Engineer at the Court of Alexander the Great	 99
Manuel Albaladejo Vivero

Pastoral Elements in Mathurā Art (c. 1st-3rd centuries CE)	 115
Chandreyi Basu

Contextualizing the Representation of Avalokiteśvara and Tārā in the Buddhist Clay Moulded  
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Preface by the President of EASAA 22 

Eva Myrdal

From June 30 to July 4, 2014 one hundred researchers, curators, and PhD students from twenty nations 
and three continents met in Stockholm, Sweden for discussions and exchange of ideas during the 22nd 
conference of the European Association for South Asian Archaeology and Art (EASAA). 

The National Museums of World Culture (NMWC) hosted the conference that was held at the Museum 
of Far Eastern Antiquities (MFEA). We would like to express our gratitude to NMWC for agreeing to host the 
conference, to the Museum Director (2013-2015) Michel D. Lee for his warm welcome speech, and to the staff 
at MFEA for the practical arrangements that made the Museum a hospitable and inspiring venue for the 
conference. Our heartfelt thanks also go to Professor Dr Phil. Kristian Kristiansen, archaeology, Department 
of Historical Studies, University of Gothenburg and to the Royal Swedish Academy of Letters, History and 
Antiquities for financially supporting EASAA 22, allowing us to sponsor the participation of some South 
Asian guests.

It is a long way from the Indian Subcontinent to Sweden in the north-western periphery of Eurasia. Thus, 
we were very happy that Professor emerita Romila Thapar, despite of the distance, accepted our invitation to 
travel to Stockholm to deliver the opening address. Based on textual sources she remined us, amongst other 
things, that people in ancient societies also represented, reflected over and used their own past in their own 
present time - a perspective that is equally relevant whether one studies literary works, inscriptions, objects, 
built environments or production landscapes.

As stated in the homepage of the EASAA, the association has been the principal European forum in its 
field since its foundation in 1970. Its aim is to bring together and forge links between scholars from around 
the world working in the disciplines of South Asian archaeology, art history, architecture and heritage for 
a biannual conference, following which proceedings are published. The publication of research papers is 
essential for the wider communication of results and their critical evaluation.

With the peer-reviewed Proceeding’s aim of communication in mind, a few editorial remarks should be 
added. Before the final editing in 2019, the authors have had the possibility to update their references and 
bibliographies from 2015 when it was found necessary in order to keep the scholarly relevance of the papers. 
Further, we were happy to include a paper which was born out of a discussion about Harappan signs during 
the conference. Professor Asko Parpola’s paper “Inscriptions Incised on Harappan Ivory/Bone Rods and Their 
Parallels Among Other Types of Inscribed Objects” forms a comment and answer to specific questions raised 
in the paper concerning Harappan signs on ivory rods presented during the conference by Heidi Miller. Its 
inclusion in the volume thus gives an added value to readers who were not present during the discussion.  

We wish to thank the senior lecturer in Comparative Indo-European Linguistics Dr Phil. Christiane 
Schaefer, Uppsala University, for her support at the start of the publishing process. Finally, we wish to 
express our gratitude to Dr Phil. Heinz Werner Wessel, professor of Indology and the Indoiranska stiftelsen 
(Indo-Iranian Foundation) at the Department of Linguistics and Philology, Uppsala University and to the 
NMWC for the financial support to publish this volume. A heartfelt thanks also to Mr Pankaj D. Jain and the 
staff of Dev Publishers & Distributors in New Delhi for their patience during the editing process.

Stockholm, December 2019
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