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Introduction Quantity of Beads Through Time*

This poster reports on the ongoing project of systematic documentation,
classification and study of around 378 beads (inventoried) and around
50 bead fragments found at the Early Historic site of Barikot (7t century 100 96
BC - 37 century AD) currently excavated by the ISMEO Italian
Archaeological Mission. The list includes various types of stones (from
talcose ones to limestone, quartz, carnelian and others), terracotta,
faience, glass, shell and red Mediterranean coral.
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o No scientific analysis has been conducted on Gandharan beads in

The Beads of Barlkot
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combination with the bead ornamentation on Gandharan art
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e Barikot beads derive from a controlled stratigraphic environment
hence can shed light on regional chronology

e Pinpointing the introduction of diamond drilling in the northern
areas of the subcontinent

o Determining geological provenance sources to identify potential
workshops and modes of trade and exchange

e Reconstructing adornment and identity to understand how
traditions of Hellenistic, Iranian, Central Asian and Indian art were
expressed
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Objectives and Methodology
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