
Islamic coins from Ghazni (Afghanistan) 

Is it possible to trace a monetary history of the site? How 

are the coins linked to its historical phases?   

The numismatic finds clarify the long life of the site, going back 

before the arrival of the Ghaznavid dynasty (977). 

The first datable coins belong to the Kushan period, followed by 

those minted under the Shahis. The latter are characterised by 

the presence of the bull and the horseman which will largely 

influence the following Islamic coinage.   

Concerning the Islamic age, the coins of the Ghaznavid period 

were identified starting from Ibrahim’s reign (1059-1099) 

which is represented by several specimens. One of the coins shows a return of the bull-and-horseman type on the reverse; two 

coins belong to the type known as yamini. Almost the whole later Ghaznavid period is represented by coins, and together with 

the Ghurid ones (belonging to Mu‘izz al-din, 1173-1203), they constitute the majority of the Islamic specimens. This was the 

period in which Ghazni was a great capital and also the location of an important mint. After the Mongol destruction (1221) the 

city seems to retain its role as a mint. In modern times, several mausolea were erected and the frequentation of the city is also 

proved by some coins struck under the Safavid (1501-1765) and Durrani (1747-1973) reigns.   

More than one hundred coins were brought to light during the 

excavations of the Islamic sites conducted by the Italian Archaeological 

Mission in Ghazni (1957-1978); moreover, twenty-one coins bear no 

information about their provenance.  

The coins were stored in the National Museum of Kabul and now they 

appear to have been lost. However, eighty-three casts of the coins have 

been preserved together with photographic records. Part of the 

specimens preserves the inventory numbers without further information.  

In the near future, the casts’ final destination will be the Museo Orientale 

“U. Scerrato” (Naples), where a permanent exhibition will be arranged. 
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Tepe Sardar 

Another group of one hundred coins was found in Tepe Sardar by the Italian 

Archaeological Mission and their casts are presently being studied by Doz. Dr. Michael 

Alram, Director of the Coin Collection of the Kunsthistorisches Museum Wien. Only 

few coins belong to the Islamic period; noteworthy among these is an Islamic 

specimen mint under the governor Ibrahim b. ‘Abd al-Ghaffar (2nd half of the 10th 

century), which may represent the most ancient Islamic coin discovered in the whole Ghazni archaeological site.  
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